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5 Wavwaber 1^6k 


Mr. Wilbur J. Hi^h 

Chief, Reference Branch 

World War II Record* Division 

Rational Archives and Records Service, GSA 

Xing and Union Streets 

Alexandria, Virginia 

Sear Mr. High: 

m» Central Intelligence Agency canrot concur in declassification 
of the attached OSS document transmitted with your letter of SO October ■ 
1$64. The document has been reviewed at the Bluest levels of iamadia a 
concern , and I regret that your request sust be denied on the ground 
that da classification and release at thii time would not be in the beau 
Interests of the United Sts tea Government. 

1» «««■ 


CIA Records Administration Officer 

Attachment 


On file, GSA(s) release instructions apply. 
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Central Intelligence Agency 

OFFICIAL ROUTING SLIP 


TO 


Assistant to the Director for 




NAME AND ADDRESS 


Mr. Chretien 


1 F 08, Headquarters 


mi i o/< ?. . i&tti 


ACTION 


APPROVAL 


COMMENT 


CONCURRENCE 


DIRECT REPLY 


DISPATCH 


FILE 


INFORMATION 


DATE 


23 P« CT 


1964 


Public Afjfairs 


INITIALS 


PREPARE REPLY 


RECOMMENDATION 


RETURN 


SIGNATURE 


Remarks : 




Here is the OSS Package that we 
talked about yesterday. 




y 



FOLD HERE TO RETURN TO SENDER 


ADDRESS AND PHONE NO. 


Chief , Record s Admin Sta 


bU4 101b 16th St. , , 

ApibrovacHRiasRgteaseT200|706(ftba'iifflAFi 


020013-0 
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GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION 



National Archives and Records Service 

Washington 25, D.C. 

October 20, 196U 


IN REPLY REFER TO: NMWR 


Records Administration Officer 
Central Intelligence Agency 
2U30 E. Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 


I am enclosing copies of our past correspondence concerning possible 
declassification of OSS and SSU documents; a copy of a current letter 
from the Washington correspondent of the London Times . Mr. Herbert; 
and Art Looting Investigation Unit, OSS document C.I.R. #2, The Goering 
Collection . In view of the recurring interest in art looting in Europe 
during the World War II period, I would appreciate a further review of 
C.I.R, #2 to ascertain if it may now be declassified so that it may be 
made available for unofficial research. 


Other related documents which have been declassified, and made avail- 
able to title public are: 


D.I.R. #1 Activity of the Einstzstab Rosenberg in France (OSS) 
classification cancelled June 1947 by Colonel 
Knox P. Pruden (then Army Liaison Officer to C.I.A.) 

C.I.R. #3 Not issued, not available in draft form 

C.I.R. §]\ Iinz: Hitler’s Museum and Library (SSU) 

declassified with the exception of Attachment 22 
by The Adjutant General, Department of the Army 


Art Looting Investigation Unit Final Report (SSU) 

^classiHcaHOTr - om)celied - 2lI June 19I4.7 by 
Colonel Knox P. Pruden 


Sincerely yours, 




Wilbur J ./Nigh 
Chief, Reference Branch 
World War II Records Division 


* 


Enclosures 


Approved For Re\easemm^m6^M^^m S W99i9 00200U -° 

of ail— cieesifiSh inclosure^ 
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THE TIMES 

• I.dNDON 

ori'ici: OF T1IE WASHINGTON CO R RESPONDENT 

NATIONAL PRESS BUILDING, WASHINGTON, IXC. 

TELEPHONE, IHSTUICT 7-7650 


September 23, 1944 


Chief of reference brunch 
World War lJ - he cords Division 
National Archives and u«cords Services 
King and Union Streets 
Alexandria, Virginia 

Dear Sir: 

I would like to apply for access to all 
the consolidated interrogation reports 
dealing with art looting in Europe during 
the Second World War, I understand that 
two of these reports have been declassi- 
fied. This application is for access 
to the others. 

Vii i t h best wishes, 

Tours sincerely, 



Nicholas herbert 

Till/ SWt 
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 


31 October 1963 


Mr. Sherrod East 

Director, World War II Records Division 
National Archives and Records Service, GSA 
King and Union 3treets 
Alexandria, Virginia 

Dear Mr. East: 

The Central Intelligence Agency cannot concur in de- 
classification of the enclosed OSS and 3SU documents transmitted 
with your memorandum of y Julyl 963 * 'Fhe doc ume nts have been 
ravieved at the highest levels of immediate concern, and I regret 
that your request must be denied on the ground that, along with 
■o t h er - valid reasons^ declassification and release at this time 
vould not be in the be3t interests of the United States Government. 

Sincerely vonra . , 

25X1A 


CIA Records Administration Officer 


Enclosures 
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July 9, 1963 

NMWR 


Records Adminie tr ati ori Officer 
Central Intelligence Agency 
2U30 E. Street N.W. 

Washington 25, D.G. 


The National Archives has received requests for the Interrogation 
Reports of the Art Looting Investigation Unit, CSS, and the Strategic 
Services Unit, Office of the Assistant Secretary of War. Some of 
these reports were forwarded by the Department of State to your office 
in 1959, with a request for declassification. At that time CIA concen- 
sus was not favorable toward deolaseification and release. In view of 
the current interest in the subject of art looting and the lapse of 
time from the last review, we request reconsideration of tie previous 
action on the reports transmitted with this letter* 


The latest regrading action of the Department of the Army on Consoli- 
dated Report No. 4, Iin* is reflected on that document and in The 
Adjutant General's letter of May 2, 196.3, copy enclosed. It appears 
that the Army will take review and regrading action only on Strategic 
Serices Unit documents produced after October 1, 19^5 . 


Sincerely yours. 


Sherry 

Director, World War II Records 
Division 



Enclosures 


L 6-I4.O-6-19 Rubright 


cc: 


Official File 
Reading File 
Reading File 


NMWR 

NMWR 

NMW 


WJNigh/ms 7-6-63 

Rewritten: SEaat/ms 7-9-63 
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